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o0
Foreword oo

British Councillreland developed this guide to provide information
to students fromIreland wishingto study inthe UKand students
from the UK wishing to study inilreland.

It provides information onapplying to higher education institutions
inlreland and the UK. It also explains the process for transferring
pointsfroman Irish to aUK system and vice versa. It also offers
guidanceon possible visarequirements forstudentswho arenot
citizens of the UK, the EU, the EEA or Switzerland.

We are especially delighted to highlight new webpagesand links
from UCAS onthe Common Travel Area for students fromireland.
Pleasenotethatall links and advice are current at the time of
publication.

The British Council Ireland would like to thank all those who
contributed to, and provided feedback on, this guide and other
associated materials. We hope you find the guide useful.

DrKerry McCall Magan
Director, British Councillreland
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Study UK oo

Studying inthe UK is about more thanlectures and
libraries —it’s a truly life-changing experience.

From the moment you arrive, you'll become part of adiverse,
vibrant student community where friendships, creativity, and
discovery come naturally.

The UK is bursting with culture, energy, and opportunity.
Whether you're exploringhistoric cities, hiking through stunning
landscapes, or divinginto world-class music,food, and festivals —
you'llfind experiences that inspire and excite you. You'llalso have
the chanceto joinstudent clubs, societies, and sportsteamsthat
bring people togetherfromallover the world.

UK citiesare some of the best in the world for students.

With excellent transport, student discounts, and a buzzing social
scene, life outside the classroom is just asenriching as your

studies. And if you ever need support, universities offer dedicated
servicesto make sure youfeelsafe, settled, and confident every
step of theway.

The UK gives you the freedomto be yourself, explore your
interests, and discover new passions. So, you won'tjust finda
world-class education. You'llfind memories, friendships, and
perspectivesthat could stay withyou forlife.






o0
Common Travel Area oo

Whatit means for higher educationstudentsinireland
and the UK.

The Common Travel Area(CTA)is anarrangement betweenthe UKI
and Ireland, which gives a variety of rights to citizens of those
countries. Itincludestherightto travelfreely betweenboth
countries and the right to equal higher education access between
both countries.

The CTA is not based on legislation or membership of the European
Union. In 2019, theIrish and UK governments signed a

Memorandum of Understanding reaffirming the Common Travel
Areaand identifying the rights and privileges of Irishand UK

citizens within the CTA.

The CTA gives Irish and UK citizens the rightto accessall levels

of education and training, and associated student support,

such as student loans, in each other’s country, on terms no less
favourable than those for the citizens of that country. Tobe eligible,
prospective students must be resident in Ireland, the UK or the
Crown Dependencies for 3 yearsbefore the start of their course.

1The CTA coversEngland, Scotland, Wales,Northern Ireland, thelsle of Man and the
Channel Islands. Further information can befound at: Common Travel Area: rights of
UK andlrish citizens - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).


https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government-in-ireland/ireland-and-the-uk/common-travel-area-between-ireland-and-the-uk/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government-in-ireland/ireland-and-the-uk/common-travel-area-between-ireland-and-the-uk/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government-in-ireland/ireland-and-the-uk/common-travel-area-between-ireland-and-the-uk/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government-in-ireland/ireland-and-the-uk/common-travel-area-between-ireland-and-the-uk/

Find more information onstudyingin the UK, including Northern
Ireland here.

If students from Ireland meet the residency criteria, they can

study in the UK forthe samerate of fees ashome students. They
can also apply for a tuitionloan inthe UK, but not a maintenance
grant. In some cases, students are eligible for the Irish government
maintenance grant under the Student Grant Scheme to study in the
UK.


https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/studying-abroad/studying-in-the-uk-including-northern-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/




Information for
Students fromlireland
applying to UK
universities

Universities and Colleges Admissions Service [UCAS] is

the centralised admissions service for accessing
undergraduate Higher Educationin the United Kingdom.
We do not work for any specific university or college, and
we arealso not abranch of the government. This means
thatthe advice we provideisimpartial and factual, and
we don’t make recommendations about whichinstitutions
best suit the students, but we do provideresources to
support students on their journey.

UCAS operates as an independent, non-profit charity.
Where all profits go into improving the quality of
resources and tools available to students, higher
educationinstitutions and advisers who support
applications.



https://www.ucas.com

Resources we offerfor students and their parents,carers and guardians:

Discover everything youneed to know asaninternational student
planning to come to the UK. Whether you're coming for thefirst time or
are still waiting to make a decision, our guidance below canhelp you
prepareasbest youcan forlife inthe UK.

*  Why studyinthe UK? - Why study inthe UK?

» Guidancefor students fromIreland - Students from Ireland | UCAS

» The UCAS international podcast, which brings together some of the
brightest minds —both expertsand current students — to help you
answer some of your biggest questions. Things like "how do I apply?",
"what supportis available",and "what'sit really likein the UK"? - The
UCASInternational Podcast | UCAS

* All of our international student guidance pages - International

students |UCAS

* Guidancefor parents of international students - Parents of

international students |UCAS

» Resources for advisers:Helpful guides and downloadable resources,

suchasthe Adviser Toolkit an ide, and all ofour adviser pagescan
be found here: Internationaladvisers |UCAS
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https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/applying-to-university-as-an-international-student/why-study-in-the-uk
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/support-for-international-students/students-from-ireland
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/the-ucas-international-podcast
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/the-ucas-international-podcast
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/support-for-international-students/parents-of-international-students
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/support-for-international-students/parents-of-international-students
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/guides-resources-and-training
https://www.ucas.com/advisers/help-and-training/toolkits/2026-cycle-toolkit




Transferring Irish
Qualifications to UK
Points System

The is apointssystemused for entry to
higher educationproviders inthe UK. It allows students from
Ireland to compare their Leaving Certificate qualifications with
the UK’s General Certificate of Education Advanced Level (GCE
A-Level) grades. ALeaving Certificate subject at honours level is
approximately equivalent to two-thirds of an A-Level.

UCASTariffpoints are allocated to qualifications generally studied
betweentheagesof16 to 18yrs. Students can enter theirmost
relevant academic achievements — for example, their highest
qualifications, be it Leaving Certificate scores or other diplomas
—to the Tariff calculatorto find their Tariff points. They canthen
searchby course/region/study levelto find relevant courses
that match their Tariffpoint score. Itis worth noting that not all
institutions willuse the Tariff to express entry requirements, and
that they will instead list specific grades. Some qualifications will
not belisted onthe Tariff calculator, although higher education
providers may still accept them. If this isthe case,simply check the
entry requirementsfor the specific coursesof interest.
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https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/entry-requirements/calculate-your-ucas-tariff-points

o0
Application Process *®

The UCAS website contains all theinformationstudentsneed to
apply to a UK higher education provider, including how to apply,
fees and information about the universities/colleges.

On the UCAS website,students can apply through theirschool or
asanindividual. Students from Ireland who wish to apply to UK
institutionsthroughUCAS can find out more about application
deadlines for various institutions here?

Someuniversities allow studentsto apply directly, anditis
necessary to check this with each university.

2. ucas.com/international/international-students /support-for-international -
students/students-from-ireland

14


https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-to-university/dates-and-deadlines-for-uni-applications#_027-entry-application-deadlines

o0
Financial Supports *®

Undergraduate students from Ireland who meetthe residency
criteria, can study in the UK for the same rate of fees as students

from the UK and may be eligible for a maintenance grant under the
Irish Student Grant Scheme. Fees and available funding across the

UK do vary, however, depending on whetherthey choose to study
inEngland, Scotland, Wales, or Northernireland. More detailed
information ontherange of Irish government grants and funds for
Irish citizen students who want to apply to the UK for further and
higher education providers are available here.

England and Wales: UK universities and colleges charge new
students upto £9,535 > Students from Ireland can apply for a tuition
feeloan, which has to be repaidafter students have graduated.

If the student leaves their programme early, the loanstill hasto

be repaid * Students from Irelandare not entitled tomaintenance
supportin the same way as UKhome students. Students from
Ireland may be eligible for a maintenance grantifthey meet the
criteriafor the Irish Student Grant Scheme. Students fromireland
will only be entitled to UK home student financial maintenance if
they have beensettled in the UK or the CrownDependencies for
over 3years. The StudentFinance England and the StudentFinance
Wales pages of the UCAS website contain more detailed information
onfunding available.

3 Part-timestudents can also avail ofa loanifthey are studying at a rate of at least
25% of an equivalentfull-timecourse. Further education learners, similarly, can avail
of an Advanced Learner Loanifthey areaged 19 or over,and studying eligible
courses from Level 3 (A-level equivalent)up to Level 6 at approved course
providers.

4Loanrepaymentconditions vary dependingonthetype of loan taken out. For I 6
more details on loan repayment terms see here.


https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/studying-abroad/studying-in-the-uk-including-northern-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/studying-abroad/studying-in-the-uk-including-northern-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-england
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-wales
https://www.britishcouncil.ie/sites/default/files/bc_mobility_guide_a5_2025_web_1_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/repaying-your-student-loan/when-you-start-repaying

Scotland: The tuition fee for students from Ireland wishing to study
inScotlandis up to £9,535. However, Irish nationals who arelivingin
Ireland and who have been resident in the Common Travel Area (UK,
Islands or Ireland) for three years prior tothe relevant start date for
their undergraduate course in Scotland will be eligible to applyfor a
tuition fee loan of upto £9,535from SAAS.

For more information on the funding available and how this impacts
students from Ireland wishing to study in Scotland, visit the Student
Finance Scotland page ofthe UCAS website or theSAAS Brexit Q&A.

Northern Ireland:Studentsresident in Northernireland,

will be charged tuition fees of £4,855 per annum for full-time
undergraduate programmes. Students whonormallylive in

England, Scotland and Wales, will be charged tuitionfees of £9,535
perannumfor full-time undergraduate programmes.

Itis expectedthatEU students whoare Irish nationals resident
inlreland willbe eligible for the same tuitionfees as students

from Northernlireland, inline withthe CommonTravel Agreement
arrangements.

Students who areIrish nationals' residentin Great Britainare
expected to be charged the feefor Great Britain,howeverthisis
provisional and subject to the publication oftheNorthernireland
Assembly Student Fees RegulationsS.

5 Student Awards Agency Scotland.
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https://www.saas.gov.uk
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-scotland
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-scotland
https://www.saas.gov.uk/guides/residence-conditions-eu-irish-eea-swiss-gibraltar-turkish

Students who normally livein the Islands willbe charged tuition
fees of £9,535 per annum for full-time undergraduate programmes.

EU students [excludes Ireland nationals living in Great Britain,
Northern Ireland and Ireland)are charged tuition feesin line with
international fees. For allhigher education students studying in the
UK, financial support may be available from their chosen university
inthe form of scholarships and bursaries. Students should visit
British Council Study UK Scholarship and individual university
websitesfor further information on financial support available.
Find out more about UK fees here. EU variable fees do not apply
to students fromIreland,who are entitled to pay thesameas
students from the UK under the terms of the CommonTravel Area
arrangement.

18


https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org/scholarships-funding
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance/tuition-fees-and-tuition-fee-loans




Information for
Students from the UK
applying to Irish
universities

Students from the UK who wishto begin theirfirst year of
undergraduate study inlreland must apply through the Central
Applications Office [CAQ) — students from the UK wishing to enter
acourseatapost-initialyear level may apply directly to the higher
Aneducation provider at which they wish to study.

Allundergraduate studentsin Ireland,regardless of citizenship, pay
astudentcontribution charge. For the academic year 2025-2026,

the contribution charge hasbeenset at amaximum of €3000
(subject to budgetary changesby the Irishgovernment). Itisalso
known as aregistrationfee, andit covers student services and
examinations.

The amount of the contribution varies from oneinstitutionto
another.

For moreinformation onstudying in Ireland and how to apply,
please visit the Educationin Ireland website.
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https://www.cao.ie/?lang=en
https://www.cao.ie/?lang=en
https://www.educationinireland.com/en/

Transferring UK
Qualifications to
Leaving Certificate
Points

Asaresult of changesto equivalences announced by the
Government ofirelandin 2023,A-Level students can use their best
3 A-Levels, along witha 4th A-Level, or an Extended Project or an
ASsubject for Ireland’sthird-levelentry system.

Applicants taking GCE exams inNorthern Ireland,England,
Scotland and Wales can attaina score of 600 points with 3
A-Levels and1AS, and 625 pointsif one of the A-Levels isMaths.

Students with UK citizenship who meet the criteria forEU/

EEA fees should apply via the Central Applications Office (CAOQ).
Students are encouraged to read the CAO Handbook, which

provides great detail onthe application process. The CAO also

provides a suite of helpful video guides explaining the application

process.
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https://www.cao.ie/index.php?page=scoring&s=gce
https://www2.cao.ie/handbook/handbook2026/hb.pdf
https://www.cao.ie/?page=video&bb=studentresources

Financial Support

Under the terms of the Free Fees Initiative for undergraduate study,
the Department of Further and Higher Educationpays the feesto
thecolleges instead. EU, European Economic Area (EEA), students
fromthe UK and Switzerland attending publicly-funded coursesdo
nothave to paytuitionfees (further information here). If students
qualify for the scheme, they will only need to pay a contribution
charge of amaximum of €3,000 per annum 5 For more information on
free undergraduate fees, including eligibility criteria, see Citizens'

The Irish Student Grant Schemeis the main source of financial help

for undergraduate studentsfromselect countries, including the
UK, who want to study inireland. The schemeis splitinto two parts:
maintenance and contribution charge grants. Maintenance grants
go towards students’general living costs, and contributioncharge
grants are designed to cover students’ contributioncharges, the
cost of field trips, or any otherfee directly relating to their course.
Togetastudent grant,students must be a national of anEEA
member state, Switzerland or the United Kingdom orhave
immigrationstatusor leave to remain. For all higher education
students studyingin Ireland, financial support may be available
from their chosen university in the form of scholarshipsand
bursaries. To look for scholarshipsand check eligibility criteria,
students should visit individual university websites.

6 NorthernIrelandresidents choosing to studyin Ireland areeligible to apply for the
Student Contribution Loan, which willhelp cover the contribution charge.
Applications are submitted to StudentFinance Northernireland
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https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/course-fees/
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/where-to-study/studying-in-ireland
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/fees/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/fees/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/fees/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/fees/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/fees/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/fees/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/

Financial awardsare also provided by the Government of Ireland
and other organisations. To check what assistance studentsare

entitled to, visit Citizens Information - Student Grant Scheme or
Student Finance Ireland.
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/




o0
Visa Requirements *®

For UK students studying inIreland or for students from
Ireland studying inthe UK

Students who are citizens of the UK, EU, EEA or Switzerland do
not need a visa to study inireland. A fulllist of countries exempt
fromneedinga visa canbe found at Citizens Information - Visa.

Pleasereview: Requirements for Enteringlreland, andif your
country of citizenship is not on this list, you will need astudy

visa. Similarly,if you are anlrish citizen wishing to study inthe UK, you
will not need a visa to do so, asyour freedom of travelis
coveredin the terms of the CTA.

If someoneresidentinireland, but whois not a citizen of Ireland,
wishesto study in the UK, they canfind informationon UK study
visas here. Non-EU citizens who wish to study in Ireland can find
moreinformationon Irishstudy visas here.

25


https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving-country/visas-for-ireland/visa-requirements-for-entering-ireland/
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving-country/visas-for-ireland/student-visas/

Healthcare

For students fromthe UK studyinginireland or for
students from Ireland studying in the UK

Underthe CommonTravel Area, students from the UK studying in
Ireland, or studentsfromIreland studyinginthe UK, have the right
toaccesspublicly funded health services there.

Underthese arrangements, Irish citizensresident in the CTA have
accessto UK health services, whichincludes emergency, routine
and planned accessto health services.

If youare a UK nationalliving in Ireland, youare entitled to state

healthcare inlreland onthe same basis asanIrish citizen. You will
needto pay a fee forstandard patient charges. Theamount you
pay forhealthcare depends onyour circumstances. Some people
can get their healthcare inlreland paid for by the UK. This could be
becauseyou are temporarily living inlreland and normally live in
theUK.
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government-in-ireland/ireland-and-the-uk/common-travel-area-between-ireland-and-the-uk/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/health/health-system/health-services-and-visitors-to-ireland/#a3c5b2




o0
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government-in-ireland/ireland-and-the-uk/common-travel-area-between-ireland-and-the-uk/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government-in-ireland/ireland-and-the-uk/common-travel-area-between-ireland-and-the-uk/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/studying-abroad/studying-in-the-uk-including-northern-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/studying-abroad/studying-in-the-uk-including-northern-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/studying-abroad/studying-in-the-uk-including-northern-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/studying-abroad/studying-in-the-uk-including-northern-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving-country/visas-for-ireland/visa-requirements-for-entering-ireland/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/moving-country/visas-for-ireland/visa-requirements-for-entering-ireland/
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.gov.uk/student-visa
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-ireland
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/healthcare-in-ireland

Information for students fromireland applying to
UK universities

Information for students fromthe UK applying to
Irish universities
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https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org
https://study-uk.britishcouncil.org
https://www.ucas.com
https://www.ucas.com
https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/entry-requirements/calculate-your-ucas-tariff-points
https://www.ucas.com/applying/before-you-apply/what-and-where-to-study/entry-requirements/calculate-your-ucas-tariff-points
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/support-for-international-students/students-from-ireland
https://www.ucas.com/international/international-students/support-for-international-students/students-from-ireland
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/courses-beta
https://www.ucas.com/explore/search/courses-beta
https://www.cao.ie/index.php
https://www.cao.ie/index.php
https://www.educationinireland.com/en/where-can-i-study-in-ireland
https://www.educationinireland.com/en/where-can-i-study-in-ireland
https://www.educationinireland.com/en/where-can-i-study-in-ireland
https://www.educationinireland.com/en/where-can-i-study-in-ireland
https://www.saas.gov.uk
https://www.saas.gov.uk
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-scotland
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-scotland
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-scotland
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-scotland
https://www.saas.gov.uk/guides/residence-conditions-eu-irish-eea-swiss-gibraltar-turkish
https://www.saas.gov.uk/guides/residence-conditions-eu-irish-eea-swiss-gibraltar-turkish
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-northern-ireland
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-northern-ireland
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-northern-ireland
https://www.ucas.com/money-and-student-life/money/student-finance/student-finance-in-northern-ireland

Financial Support - Students from Ireland applying to
UK universities

Financial Support - Students from the UK applying to
Irish universities

* Student Grant Scheme
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https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/education/third-level-education/fees-and-supports-for-third-level-education/student-grant-scheme/
https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/
https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/
https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/
https://hea.ie/funding-governance-performance/funding/student-finance/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance/student-finance-in-england
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance/student-finance-in-england
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance/student-finance-in-england
https://www.ucas.com/student-finance/student-finance-in-england
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