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Introduction

At the 2025 UK-Ireland Summit, a strategic partnership between the National Cultural
Institutions (NCIs) of Ireland and the ‘leading cultural institutions’ of the UK was agreed by the
Taoiseach and Prime Minister. Paragraph 31 of their Joint Statement of 6 March 2025 reads:

We value the extraordinary influence and contribution of British and Irish cultures and
heritages to the artistic and cultural wealth of the public realm and creative industries and
institutions in both our countries. In recognition of this, today, we agree to establish a
strategic partnership to deepen and amplify co-operation between our leading cultural
institutions and to support wider public engagement with the contemporary culture and
heritage of both our countries. Over the coming five years, this will comprise a range of
measures to support collaborations in programming, professional exchange, research
and policy, and an annual joint meeting of our leading cultural institutions each autumn.

2. Programme Objectives, Structure and Scope

The objectives of this programme are:

1.

To deepen and amplify the strong collaboration many leading UK and Irish institutions
already enjoy, while also supporting further institutions to develop and benefit from such
links.

To support wider public engagement with the contemporary culture and heritage of both
our countries.

The initiative is to comprise a five-year work programme to 2030 with three thematic strands and

dedicated funding. €6m has been made available by the Government of Ireland to cover the
lifetime of the Programme. If the €6m is not fully allocated in the first round, a further call (or
calls) may be made in 2026 or later.

The programme is to consist of the following three strands, with a focus on strategic projects

which are ambitious, inter-disciplinary, future-focused, and achievable only through UK-Ireland

collaboration:



A. Joint Programming & Curatorial Collaborations (in Ireland and the UK, and jointly in
other territories)

B. Professional Exchange & Development (for staff at all stages of their careers, and
across a range of functions, e.g. curation, collections management, digitisation,
collecting (including digital), conservation, education, public programming, visitor
services, research, capital projects, development, etc.)

C. Joint Research & Policy Initiatives (across a range of areas, from genre-specific
research and policy, to cross-genre (e.g. archiving in national theatres), and common
themes such as digitisation, ethics, restitution, provenance, climate transition and
sustainability, EEDI (Equality, Equity, Diversity & Inclusion), access, disinformation,
cyber security, etc).

These three strands have many points of convergence, and some projects may well combine
elements across two if not all three of the strands. Some collaborative projects may relate to the
specific bilateral relationship between Ireland and each constituent part of the UK (England,
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales); others may address a wider curatorial, artistic or global
theme, while exemplifying bilateral partnership in the nature and structure of the institutional
collaboration.

The initiative will also showcase collaborations that strengthen and exemplify joint Ireland-UK
leadership in the global cultural environment. Particular macro-thematic priorities of the
Governments may also be reflected in certain projects (e.g. innovation, digital, diversity and
inclusion, contribution to economic growth, skills profile and talent development).

It is envisaged that the first slate of confirmed joint projects will be announced at the next UK-
Ireland Summitin Ireland expected in spring 2026.

In Ireland, the Department of Culture, Communications and Sport (DCCS) and the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) have led on the Programme’s development, in consultation
with the Department of the Taoiseach, and with the Department for Culture, Media and Sport
(DCMS) on the UK side. A joint working group is in place to oversee implementation of the
Programme as part of the wider UK-Ireland 2030 process.

3. Participation
The Joint Statement defines the partnership in terms of ‘our leading cultural institutions’.

Proposals under this programme must include as a partner at least one of the 11 institutions that
comprise the Irish Council of National Cultural Institutions (CNCI). This list of eligible Irish
institutions currently comprises:

o The Abbey Theatre
o The Arts Council*
o Chester Beatty

o Crawford Art Gallery



o Irish Museum of Modern Art
o National Archives
o National Concert Hall
o National Gallery of Ireland
o National Library of Ireland
o National Museum of Ireland
o The Heritage Council*
*These bodies will be eligible to apply under Strands B and C only.

Projects must include at least one partner from Ireland and at least one partner from either
England, Scotland and Wales.

There is no defined list of named UK cultural organisations eligible to participate in funded
collaborative projects. Instead, UK and Irish institutions will identify each other as relevant
partners for each collaborative project.

The Shared lIsland Cultural Cooperation Fund is separately being established to support
cooperation between institutions based in Ireland and Northern Ireland. Projects whose
principal focus is on Ireland-Northern Ireland collaboration should be directed towards that
fund. Projects proposed under the UK-Ireland Cultural Cooperation Programme may include
additional partners in Northern Ireland, if this is complementary to the objectives of the project
and overall programme.

DCMS can support Irish National Cultural Institutions to identify suitable partners, should they
need it, encouraging out-of-London partnerships where appropriate, without being prescriptive.

4. Funding

Supported bythe Government of Ireland Shared Island Fund, the Department of Culture,
Communications and Sport will make funding available to the UK-Ireland strategic culture
partnership programme for the period 2026-2030. These funds will be provided via the Irish
National Cultural Institutions to support the delivery of approved projects by UK and Irish partner
institutions and may be used towards agreed joint costs incurred by the Irish and UK partners in
each case.

It is expected that UK partners will be directly involved in the delivery of a project.

Where relevant, UK organisations that are involved in a joint project may contribute to its costs
from their own resources, or apply to further sources of funding in their respective jurisdiction,
for example, their national Arts Council or equivalent funding body. All projects funded under
the programme will be required to demonstrate additionality and non-duplication of activity and
resources that are already funded through existing financial support.

Given the relative order of costs across the three work strands, it is anticipated that a majority of
funding would be allocated to public-facing programming under Strand A.



5. Callfor Proposals

The Departments now welcome initial proposals under the Programme, with a view to selection
of projects and grant agreements for activities taking place between 2026-2030. This may be
followed by further calls in subsequent years.

6. Content of Proposals

Proposals for consideration are expected to include the following details:

Name of proposed project

Partner organisation(s)

Overall objective(s) of project with reference to Section 2 above

Details of project to include:

@)

Which strand the project falls under.

Details of planned co-operation between the partner NCI in Ireland and its
partner organisation(s) in the UK.

The strategic ambition of the project, detailing the specific vision, aim and
intention to be achieved through this cooperation and how this contributes to
strengthening the bilateral relationship under the terms of the UK-Ireland 2030
Joint Statement and into the longer term.

The oversight structure and governance which the NCI and its UK partner(s) will
putin place to manage the project.

Noting the Shared Island Cultural Cooperation Fund is being established to
support cooperation between institutions based in Ireland and Northern Ireland,
if it is proposed to include a partner in Northern Ireland as well as the partner(s)
in England, Scotland, or Wales, how this will contribute to the overall objectives
of the Programme and the objectives of the project itself.

The existing resources (including expertise of existing key personnel, physical
resources, leveraging of networks) which the NCI and its partner(s) will bring to
bear on the project.

Full details of the project costs for which funding is being requested, and details
of any further project costs which will be funded from other sources.

How the funding being applied for will be used across the jurisdictions (in limited
circumstances, expenditure outside of Ireland and the UK may be allowable but
a clear rationale for this must be provided).

How the proposed actions are complementary and additional to activities
provided for through existing funding supports from the Government of Ireland.



All applications must include a commitment to public acknowledgement of the Programme
funding in all publicity materials associated with the project.

Applications should be sent to the following email address:

Cultural.Institutions@ccs.gov.ie

7. Deadline for Submission

Proposals under this initial Call for Proposals should be submitted by 5pm on Thursday 8
January 2026. Subsequent calls may be opened at a later date, subject to the number of projects
approved from this initial call and the financial commitments associated with these.

8. Assessment Process

An assessment committee will be formed, including participation by relevant Departments and
external experts, to assess proposals (taking steps to manage any conflicts of interest).

Proposals for joint projects between UK and Irish cultural institutions will be assessed against
the following criteria, which reflect the objectives in the Statement released by the Prime Minister
and Taoiseach:

1. Demonstrate meaningful potential to deepen and amplify collaboration between leading
cultural institutions in both the UK and Ireland, establishing or expanding co-operation
between partners in both countries beyond that which may already exist.

2. Demonstrate clearly the positive social, cultural and/or economic impact of the activity
for each partner. This may include developments in artistic practice, future collaborative
opportunities, increased international profile, or reaching new markets and audiences.

3. Support wider public engagement with the contemporary culture and heritage of both
countries. Demonstrate the potential to connect with audiences through the unique
nature of its content, how it will be presented to diverse audiences and participants, and
how it is expected to resonate with them. (In respect of Strands B and C, this will be
reflected through the extent of knowledge transfer, publication of research, and other
relevant outcomes.)

4. Demonstrate a strong governance arrangement, including clear assignment of
responsibility for delivery and appropriate project oversight and reporting arrangements.

5. Provide a clear project budget and assign responsibility to a specific partner for the main
expenditure under the project.

6. Show evidence of a clear and detailed delivery plan, and measures to foster inclusivity,
equity, diversity, and sustainability that are appropriate for the type of project proposed.

7. Demonstrate a strong contribution towards fostering ties between people across these



islands.

The committee will review applications and may seek any additional clarification from the
applicant that will assist in this process.

Funding recommendations from the committee will be approved according to relevant
Government procedures.

It is expected that applicants will be notified of a decision within six weeks of applications
closing.

Ideally, the slate of selected projects will include representation from Wales, Scotland, England
(including regions outside of London), and Northern Ireland, and cover a diverse range of art
forms and themes.

9. UseofFunds

Funding for approved projects will be provided on the basis of a grant agreement to be issued by
DCCS.

The funding will flow to the NCI partner in Ireland in the first instance, and the lead NCI partner
will transfer appropriate funds to the UK partner(s) to address the costs incurred by them. Certain
existing costs, such as the ongoing salaries of staff who are involved in overseeing the project,
will not be eligible costs for either partner.

The partners may be required to provide progress reports during the project period, and a final
report on conclusion of the project. The requirements of the report(s) will be set out in the grant
agreement.

All successful projects will be required to acknowledge the funding that has been provided from
this Programme in any publicity relating to the project.

Government of Ireland: Department of Culture, Communications and Sport / Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade

HMG: Department for Culture, Media and Sport

10 November 2025



